
2026 Career Kickstart Award Application
The Oakland Schools Education Foundation proudly offers the Career
Kickstart Award to help OSTC seniors move confidently into your future!

Eligibility

To be considered for the Career Kickstart Award, students must:

Be a senior attending one of the OSTC campuses.
Intend to continue your education or training at a college, trade school, 
apprenticeship,
     or continuing education program, or plan to use the award to purchase 
entrepreneurial
     tools and equipment for your trade.

Application Instructions:

Important: Once you begin the online application, you must complete it in one
sitting. Google Forms will not save your work. A Sample Application is
available on the OSTC website to help you prepare before starting.

Required Items:

1. Completed online application.
2. Cumulative GPA for your OSTC courses only.
3. Written or video response to the essay question. Upload this into your application.
4. One Letter of Recommendation which MUST be from an an individual that you have 

interacted with in your CTE studies such as an OSTC teacher or counselor, high school 
CTE teacher, work/work study employer, CTE club/activity team leader/mentor, etc. 

Letters may be uploaded into your application or emailed directly to 
andrea.berry@osedfoundation.org.

Deadline: Friday, February 6, 2026
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1. Email *

Student Information

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Questions?

Contact Andrea Berry, Executive Director at 248-209-2434 or 
andrea.berry@osedfoundation.org

* Indicates required question

Name (Last, First) *

Home Address: *

Address 2:

City: *

Zip Code: *
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7.

8.

9.

Student Phone Number: *

Parent Phone Number: *

Parent Email Address: *
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10. Dropdown

Mark only one oval.

Avondale

Berkley

Birmingham

Bloomfield Hills

Brandon

Clawson

Clarenceville

Clarkston

Farmington

Ferndale

Hazel Park

Holly

Huron Valley

Lake Orion

Lamphere

Madison

Novi

Oak Park

Oxford

Pontiac

Rochester

Royal Oak

South Lyon

Southfield

Troy

Walled Lake

Waterford

West Bloomfield

What school district do you attend? *
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Other

CTE Area of Study

11. Dropdown

Mark only one oval.

OSTC-NE (Pontiac)

OSTC-NW (Clarkston)

OSTC-SE (Royal Oak)

OSTC-SW (Wixom)

Technical Campus You Attend *
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12. Dropdown

Mark only one oval.

Agriscience and Environmental Technologies

Automotive Technology

Collision Repair and Refinishing

Computer Programming

Construction Technology

Cosmetology

Criminal Justice

Culinary Arts/Hospitality

Cybersecurity Networking

Energy-electrical Technology

Engineering, Robotics & Mechatronics

Entrepreneurship and Advanced Marketing

Graphic and Communication Design

Health Sciences

Machining

Medium Heavy Truck and Equipment

Welding

Education & Experiences

Complete the short answer questions below.

13.

CTE Program *

Cumulative OSTC Grade point Average (GPA) *
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14.

15.

Required Files

A completed application will include both an essay submitted in either a written or video 
format and a letter of recommendation. Further details on these requirements are detailed 
below.

Tell us about your participation in CTE related extracurricular activities like clubs,
competitions/tournaments at OSTC or your high school.  Include details including
the name of the activity, the duration of your involvement, the number of hours
spent on the activity, your role/duties and any awards or honors you received.

*

Tell us about job shadowing/work/work study experiences you have had. Include
specific details about the companies you worked for, the duration of your
employment, the number of hours worked per week and your responsibilities.

*
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16.

Files submitted:

17.

Mark only one oval.

Written

Video recorded on your own

Video recorded by Oakland Schools at your campus

Essay (Written OR Video)
In either written format or a video, please describe the following:
1. Your career goals after graduation.
2. How your OSTC/CTE experience has prepared you for that path.
3. How the Career Kickstart Award will help you reach your goals.
4. Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Describe your vision or aspirations for
your future career.

Written Submission: 
Written submissions should be a minimum of 500 words and submitted in a PDF or
document format.

Video Submission:
Video submissions should be 1-2 minutes long (ideally around 90 seconds). No
special editing is required - a smartphone video is perfect. Business attire is
appropriate, such as something you would wear to a job interview or award
program.

If you would prefer to have your video recorded by a videographer at your campus,
please sign up below.

How will you submit your essay response? *
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18.

Check all that apply.

I have signed up for a recording time.

19.

Files submitted:

Additional Information

20.

If you would like Oakland Schools to record your video essay, use this link to select
a recording time. 

Recording Dates:
1/13/26     OSTC-SW
1/23/26     OSTC-SE
1/26/26     OSTC-NW
1/27/26     OSTC-NE

Letter of Recommendation
One letter is required. This MUST be from an an individual that you have interacted
with in your CTE studies such as an OSTC teacher or counselor, high school CTE
teacher, work/work study employer, CTE club/activity team leader/mentor, etc. The
letter must be in a PDF or Word/Doc format.

The letter may also be emailed by your recommender directly to
andrea.berry@osedfoundation.org.

Is there any other information you would like to share with the selection committee
that you think is important to know about you?
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Signatures

I affirm all statements included in this application are true, complete and correct.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools
The Oakland Schools Education Foundation believes this award should reflect the authentic 
voice and unique experiences of our applicants. To ensure a fair review process, we have 
established the following policy regarding the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in your essay 
submissions, whether it be written or recorded.

The use of AI tools—including, but not limited to, ChatGPT, Jasper, Grammarly GO, or any AI 
writing assistant—is strictly prohibited when writing, drafting, or generating essays. Essays 
must be written/recorded entirely by you, the applicant. We want to hear your story, in your 
words. Using AI tools for grammar and spelling checks is acceptable.

What Happens If You Use AI?

Any essay determined to be generated by AI will be disqualified from the review process.

By Submitting Your Essay, You Agree:

1. That the work you submit is your own.
2. That you understand using AI will result in disqualification.

Nondiscrimination Statement: In accordance with state and federal law, Oakland Schools 
and the Oakland School Education Foundation do not discriminate, nor permit discrimination, 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, religion, sex, pregnancy or parental 
status, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, disability, age, height, weight, 
marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic information,  or any other legally 
protected status, in its educational programs and activities, employment, or enrollment. The 
District also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

For questions or complaints regarding unlawful discrimination or harassment, employees 
should contact the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, Personnel Management 
and Labor Relations at (248) 209-2429 or HR@oakland.k12.mi.us. Students and others 
should contact the Civil Rights/Title IX Coordinator at (248) 209-2590 
or Jacqueline.Zablocki@oakland.k12.mi.us.

21. Student Signature *

12/11/25, 10:47 AM 2026 Career Kickstart Award Application

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wVRNqxnWCSq1CgrvuKGgHTljLFerqc-gal0Hyd7FSmk/edit 10/13

mailto:HR@oakland.k12.mi.us
mailto:Jacqueline.Zablocki@oakland.k12.mi.us


22.

23.

Mark only one oval.

I, the applicant, am over 18, and I agree.

I, the applicant, am over 18, and I do not agree.

The applicant is under 18, and I, the parent or legal guardian, agree.

The applicant is under 18, and I, the parent or legal guardian, do not agree.

Parent or Guardian Signature *

Personal Depiction Release
I hereby grant permission to Oakland Schools and the Oakland Schools Education
Foundation to use my likeness (including, without limitation, my likeness on
camera or photographs), voice, name, image, persona and/or appearance in and
in connection with the production, distribution, sale, licensing, marketing,
advertising, merchandising, promotion, exhibition and publicizing of the Career
Kickstart Award program by any method and in all media whether now existing or
hereafter devised (specifically including, without limitation, any and all forms
regardless of the means of transmission and the Internet).  Oakland Schools and
the Oakland Schools Education Foundation  shall be the sole and exclusive
owners of the results and proceeds of any filming, taping, photographing or other
recording conducted pursuant to this Release.

I hereby release  Oakland Schools and the Oakland Schools Education
Foundation from all liability and obligations to me of any and all nature
whatsoever arising out of or in connection with the exercise of the rights granted
above, including, without limitation, from any liability for violation of rights of
privacy, publicity, defamation or any similar right. I agree that I shall be entitled to
no additional consideration as a result of the exercise of the rights granted herein
and that you may rely upon this agreement in preparing and promoting  Oakland
Schools and the Oakland Schools Education Foundation. I understand this
Release is irrevocable. Accordingly, I hereby irrevocably waive any right to seek an
injunction or other equitable relief or to otherwise prevent the full exploitation of
all rights granted in this Release.

*
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This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

 Forms
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